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Description 
WHEEL CHOCK 

Background of Invention 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to wheel chocks. 
More specifically, the present invention concerns an im- 
proved wheel chock presenting a unique configuration 
that enables easier and more effective use and more effi- 
cient storage while allowing the chocks to be manufac- 
tured in a more cost-efficient manner from light-weight, 

durable materials. 

2. Discussion of Prior Art 

[0002] Conventional wheel chocks are known in the art and gen- 
erally include an external device, typically presenting a 
triangular configuration, that is positioned in contact with 
a rubber tired wheel at rest, to maintain the wheel at rest 
within the design limitations of the chock. It is known in 
the art to utilize one or more wheel chocks (e.g., placed 
under one or both sides of one or more wheels) to prevent 



undesired movement of a resting vehicle, such as a fire 
fighting vehicle, dump truck, wrecker, recreational vehicle, 
etc., or other wheeled device, such as a camper, utility 
trailer, semi-trailer, etc. It will be appreciated that these 
wheel chocks can be used while the vehicle is in storage, 
but are typically used while the vehicle is onsite during 
operation, such as fighting afire, loading or unloading, 
camping, etc. In this regard, one or more wheel chocks 
are typically transported with the vehicle for onsite use. 
Additionally, in many applications, it is desirable to be 
able to position the wheel chock(s) in a timely manner in 
order to minimize, sometimes critical, time spent placing 
the chock. However, it is also desirable to be able to posi- 
tion the wheel chock(s) in a secure manner so that the ve- 
hicle maintains its operating position without the need for 
repeated adjustment and repositioning. 
[0003] p r j or ar t wheel chocks are problematic and subject to sev- 
eral undesirable limitations. For example, with all prior art 
wheel chocks, in order to position the chock in contact 
with the majority of the treads of the rubber tired wheel at 
rest, the chock must be physically forced under the wheel 
to some degree thereby slightly deforming the tire and/or 
the chock in order to get a sufficiently secure engagement 



between the tire treads and the chock to desirably prevent 
the vehicle from any settling movement. The required 
physical force is typically accomplished by kicking the 
chock under the wheel. Such physical force is undesirably 
time consuming, tiresome, and in some cases dangerous. 
Alternatively, the prior art chocks can simply be placed 
under the wheel, without forcing them into a secure en- 
gagement with the majority of the tire treads, however, 
this is highly undesirable in most applications as the 
heavy vehicle is then subject to movement before the ma- 
jority of treads engage the chock to thereby prevent such 
movement. Such settling movement can is some cases co- 
operate with the weight of the vehicle to cause the chock 
to catastrophically fail or become dislodged, potentially 
enabling the vehicle to roll uncontrollably. This is particu- 
larly problematic on inclined surface applications. 
[0004] Although larger wheel chocks constructed of heavier, 

stronger materials can reduce the risks of chock failure, 
such configurations compound the problems associated 
with forcing the chock under the tire detailed above. Ad- 
ditionally, users are increasingly desiring compact chocks 
that can be more easily transported on the vehicle and/or 
stored when not in use. All prior art wheel chocks, includ- 



ing relatively smaller, compact chocks, are undesirably 
difficult to transport and/or store particularly when used 
in a pair, or plurality of chocks, as is typically desired. For 
example, the solid surfaced, closed body configurations 
are space consuming and the generally triangular shape, 
as is preferred, is not conducive to interengaging a pair of 
chocks for transport and/or storage. In order to maintain 
chocks paired up, such as to prevent loss of one, some 
prior art chocks are interconnected with a chain or the like 
that also serves as a handle to facilitate dislodging the 
chocks from under the wheel during removal. However, 
such interconnection does not enable the chocks to be 
used independently from one another, for example, on 
separate wheels. Accordingly, there is a need for an im- 
proved wheel chock that enables quicker and easier use, 
while providing more efficient transport and storage, 
without compromising effective and dependable perfor- 
mance. 
Summary of Invention 

[0005] The present invention provides an improved wheel chock 
that does not suffer from the problems and limitations of 
the prior art wheel chocks detailed above. The improved 
wheel chock enables easier and more effective use and 



more efficient storage while allowing the chocks to be 
manufactured in a more cost-efficient manner from light- 
weight, durable materials without compromising effective 
and dependable performance. In a preferred embodiment, 
the improved wheel chock presents an arcuate leading 
edge that better complements the contour of the chocked 
wheel to enable a secure chocking engagement to be 
achieved with minimal force exerted by the user. Addi- 
tionally, in the preferred embodiment, each wheel chock 
can be substantially nested within another like wheel 
chock for easy storage and transport. 
[0006] a first aspect of the present invention concerns a wheel 
chock for preventing rotation of a wheel wherein the 
wheel includes a rim and a tire supported on the rim. The 
chock broadly includes a body adapted to be placed under 
the wheel to generally prevent the wheel from rotating in 
the direction of the body. The body includes a pair of 
spaced sidewalls and a rear wall extending between the 
sidewalls. The body presents a leading edge adapted to 
engage the tire when the body is placed under the wheel. 
The leading edge is oppositely spaced from the rear wall 
and extending between the sidewalls. The leading edge is 
arcuate so as to define a mid-section that is recessed rel- 



ative to the sidewalls. 
[0007] a second aspect of the present invention concerns a pair 
of wheel chocks for preventing rotation of a wheel. Each 
of the chocks broadly includes a body adapted to be 
placed under the wheel to generally prevent the wheel 
from rotating in the direction of the body. The body in- 
cludes a pair of spaced sidewalls, a back wall extending 
between the sidewalls, and awheel-engaging surface ex- 
tending between the side and back walls. The wheel- 
engaging surface defines a surface area. The body defines 
an interior chamber between the walls and surface and an 
open face communicating with the chamber. The open 
face defines a face area. The face area is greater than the 
surface area so that the wheel-engaging surface of one of 
the chocks can be received through the open face and at 
least partially within the interior chamber of the other 
chock. 

[0008] a third aspect of the present invention concerns a method 
of preventing rotation of wheel wherein the wheel includes 
a rim and a tire supported on the rim. The method broadly 
includes the steps of forming an arcuate leading edge 
along a first wheel chock, positioning the first wheel 
chock in an engagement position wherein the leading 



edge is generally transverse relative to the tire, and sliding 
the first wheel chock under the wheel while in the en- 
gagement position so that the leading edge presents the 
first point on the first wheel chock that engages the tire. 
[0009] other aspects and advantages of the present invention will 
be apparent from the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiments and the accompanying drawing 
figures. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0010] Preferred embodiments of the invention are described in 
detail below with reference to the attached drawing fig- 
ures, wherein: 

[001 1] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wheel chock constructed 
in accordance with the principles of a preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the wheel chock illus- 
trated in FIG. 1; 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the wheel chock illus- 
trated in FIGS. 1-2 showing the handle formed in the back 
wall; 

[0014] FIG. 4 is a plan view of the wheel chock illustrated in FIGS. 
1-3 shown with a rubber tired wheel (in phantom) engag- 
ing the complemental arcuate leading edge; 



[0015] FIG. 5 is a bottom view of the wheel chock illustrated in 

FIGS. 1-4 showing the support legs projecting through the 
internal chamber with spacing ribs disposed therein; 

[0016] FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the wheel chock illus- 
trated in FIGS. 1-5 shown with the rubber tired wheel (in 
fragmentary) engaging the wheel-engaging surface; and 

[0017] FIG. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view of the wheel chock 

illustrated in FIGS. 1-6 shown nested inside of another 

similarly configured wheel chock (shown in section). 
Detailed Description 

[0018] FIG. 1 illustrates awheel chock 10 constructed in accor- 
dance with the principles of a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention and configured for placement under 
a resting wheel W (see FIGS. 4 and 6) to maintain the 
wheel W at rest. While the wheel chock 10 is illustrated in 
use with a rubber tired wheel W, such as a wheel found on 
a powered vehicle, the principles of the present invention 
are not limited to use with any particular type of wheel 
and are equally applicable to prevent undesired movement 
of virtually any wheel rimmed, tired, or otherwise as well 
as any wheel-like structure. Additionally, while the im- 
proved wheel chock of the present invention is particularly 
well suited for transporting in a utility vehicle, such as a 



fire fighting vehicle, dump truck, wrecker, or recreational 
vehicle, for onsite use to prevent undesired movement of 
the resting vehicle during operation, such as fighting a 
fire, loading or unloading, or camping, the principles of 
the present invention are not limited to any specific use or 
to any specific vehicle. For example, the inventive wheel 
chock could be used alone or in combination, placed un- 
der one or both sides of one or more wheels when the ve- 
hicle is onsite or in storage and is not limited to use with 
powered vehicles or any particular type thereof and 
equally apply to virtually any wheeled device, such as a 
camper, utility trailer, semi-trailer, etc. The illustrated 
wheel chock 10 broadly includes a body 12 that defines 
an internal chamber 14 in communication with an open 
face 16 presented by the body 12 (see FIGS. 1, 5, and 7). 
[0019] Turning now to FIGS. 1-6, the body 12 presents a prism- 
like configuration having a generally triangular shape and 
includes a pair of oppositely spaced sidewalls 18 and 20, 
a rear wall 22 extending between and adjoining the side- 
walls 18,20, and awheel-supporting surface 24 extending 
between and thereby enclosing the walls 18,20,22. In 
more detail, the sidewalls 18,20 are mirror images of one 
another and each present a generally triangular configu- 



ration. The sidewalls 18,20 are configured to extend ver- 
tically from the ground to the wheel-supporting surface 
24 to thereby at least in part support the surface 24 above 
the ground. In this regard, the sidewalls 18,20 each 
present a maximum height dimension in the vertical plane 
adjacent the back wall 22 and a maximum length dimen- 
sion in the horizontal plane adjacent the ground. In the il- 
lustrated body 12, the maximum height dimension is less 
than the maximum length dimension. In this regard, each 
of the illustrated sidewalls 18,20 presents a generally ar- 
cuate major margin extending along the supporting sur- 
face 24 that is configured to generally complement a sec- 
tion, or arc, of the circumference of the wheel W as shown 
in FIG. 6. However, the major margin need not be arcuate 
in configuration. Although the sidewalls could be variously 
sized and configured to present a wide range of heights 
and lengths, as well as various height-to-length ratios, 
the sidewalls 18,20 are preferably configured to present a 
ramp, or chock angle opposite the rear wall 22 of between 
about thirty-five degrees and not greater than about 
forty-five degrees. Additionally, and for purposes that will 
be further detailed below, the sidewalls 18,20 angle at 
least slightly from ground-to-tip along their junction with 



the rear wall 22 so that the rear wall 22 is at least slightly 
tilted relative to vertical. 

[0020] Each of the sidewalls 18,20 include an anti-skid rim 18a 
and 20a, respectively, extending along its lower-most, 
ground-engaging margin as shown in FIGS. 1, and 5-7. 
For purposes that will subsequently be described, the rims 
18a,20a are thicker, or embossed relative to, the other- 
wise generally flat sidewalls 18,20. The illustrated anti- 
skid rims 18a,20a each include a plurality of ground- 
engaging barbs 18b and 20b, respectively, as shown in 
FIGS. 5, 6, and 7. The barbs 18b, 20b angle away from the 
major margin of the corresponding sidewalls 18,20. In 
this manner, the chock 10 can be easily slid in a forward 
direction towards the wheel W (e.g., right-to-left as 
viewed in FIG. 6), but is generally prevented from sliding 
in a backward direction away from the wheel W (e.g., left- 
to-right as viewed in FIG. 6). For purposes that will subse- 
quently be described, each of the sidewalls 18,20 further 
include sidewall spacing ribs 26 and 28, respectively. Each 
of the ribs 26,28 project at least partially out of the corre- 
sponding sidewall 18,20 and in the illustrated chock 10, 
the ribs 26,28 project generally transversely thereto. 

[0021] a s previously indicated, the rear wall 22 extends between 



and adjoins the sidewalls 18,20 adjacent the maximum 
height dimension defined by the sidewalls 18,20. In more 
detail, and as shown in FIG. 3, for purposes that will sub- 
sequently be described, the illustrated back wall 22 
presents a generally trapezoidal configuration that defines 
a major dimension along its lower-most ground engaging 
margin and a minor dimension adjacent its engagement 
with the wheel-supporting surface 24. In this manner, the 
sidewalls 18,20 angle at least slightly inward toward each 
other from ground-to-tip. The back wall 22 at least in 
part supports the wheel-supporting surface 24 above the 
ground. Similar to the previously described sidewalls 
18,20, the rear wall 22 also includes an enlarged ground- 
engaging rim section 22a embossed relative to the other- 
wise generally flat back wall 22. Formed in the lower por- 
tion of the rear wall 22 is a handle 30. The illustrated 
handle 30 is an opening integrally formed in the wall 22 
that communicates with the internal chamber 14. The 
handle 30 is configured to allow the user to grip the wheel 
chock 10 and thereby pull the chock 10 out from under 
the wheel W when the user desires to remove the wheel 
chock 10. 

[0022] a s previously indicated, the wheel-supporting surface 24 



extends between and thereby encloses the sidewalls 
18,20 and the back wall 22. Particularly, when the wheel 
chock 10 is positioned under the wheel W, the wheel- 
supporting surface 24 is configured to engage the tire of 
the wheel W to thereby prevent rotation of the wheel W in 
the direction toward the wheel chock 10 (see FIG. 6). In 
more detail, the wheel-supporting surface 24 is generally 
arcuate matching the generally arcuate major margin of 
each of the sidewalls 18,20. In this manner, just as with 
the major margin of the sidewalls 18,20 detailed above, 
the wheel-supporting surface 24 is configured to gener- 
ally complement a section, or arc, of the circumference of 
the wheel W as shown in FIG. 6. The illustrated wheel- 
supporting surface 24 is a non-solid, non-uniform sur- 
face. In this regard, the surface 24 includes a plurality of 
raised wheel-engaging ribs 24a projecting around the pe- 
riphery of the surface 24. The ribs 24a are configured to 
engage the rubber tired wheel W to prevent the wheel W 
from further rotation when the wheel chock 10 is posi- 
tioned under the wheel W as shown in FIG. 6. For pur- 
poses that will subsequently be described, the raised 
wheel-engaging ribs 24a also serve to strengthen the 
overall integrity of the wheel-supporting surface 24. The 



illustrated body 12 includes a hanging aperture 32 formed 
through the surface 24 between the ribs 24a and adjacent 
the front end of the chock 10 that is embossed on the 
back side of the surface 24 for reinforcement (see FIGS. 1 
and 5). The hanging aperture 32 is configured to receive a 
hook (not shown) or some other type of receiver, such as 
a nail or the like, to secure the wheel chock during stor- 
age (e.g., hanging on a wall, etc.). Additionally, as further 
detailed below, the aperture 32 can also be used to secure 
the wheel chock 10 to the ground during use. 
[0023] The wheel chock 10 is uniquely configured to enable the 
chock 10 to be easily placed under the wheel W in an op- 
timal operating position i.e., in close adjacent alignment 
with the wheel W so that at least a portion of the majority 
of the circumferentially extending treads of the rubber tire 
of the wheel W engage at least a portion of the chock 10 
with a minimal exertion of force and effort by the user. In 
this regard, the wheel-supporting surface 24 presents a 
low profile, arcuate leading tire-engaging edge 34. In 
more detail, and as shown in FIGS. 1 and 4-6, the surface 
24 slopes away from the back wall 22 and terminates into 
the leading edge 34 at the ground opposite the back wall 
22. The leading edge 34 is arcuately configured so as to 



substantially complement the contour of the tire of the 
wheel W when the wheel chock 10 is placed in the operat- 
ing, or engagement, position as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6 
wherein the leading edge 34 is generally transverse rela- 
tive to the tire of the wheel W (as shown in FIG. 4) and in 
an engaging relationship therewith (as shown in FIG. 6). It 
will be appreciated that when the wheel chock 10 is slid 
under the wheel W into the operating position, the leading 
edge 34 presents the first point of contact on the wheel 
chock 10 that engages the tire of the wheel W as shown in 
FIG. 6. 

[0024] it w i|| be appreciated that most conventional tires present 
a generally curved contour. Accordingly, unlike all prior 
art wheel chocks, the inventive wheel chock 10 with the 
arcuate leading edge 34 can be slid under the wheel W 
into the engaging relationship without the need to force 
the chock 10 under the tire, for example, by kicking and 
the like. That is to say, the straight, linear leading edges 
of the prior art chocks engage the crown of the tire along 
a single tread and therefore must be physically forced fur- 
ther under the tire in order to achieve the desirable en- 
gagement with a majority of the treads. The arcuate lead- 
ing edge 34 enables the chock 10 to be placed in the op- 



erating position wherein the curvature of the edge 34 en- 
gages a majority of the treads along the contour of the 
tire without the need to physically force the chock 10 fur- 
ther under the wheel W. In this regard, the illustrated 
leading edge 34 defines a midsection 34a that is recessed 
relative to the sidewalls 18,20 as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. 
The illustrated leading edge 34 preferably presents a low 
profile so that the tire of the wheel W engages the edge 
34 and also engages one or more of the raised wheel- 
engaging ribs 24a at the same time as shown in FIG. 6. 
Similar to the back wall 22 previously detailed, the illus- 
trated leading edge 34 also includes an enlarged ground- 
engaging rim 34b to provide strength to the body 12. 
[0025] As previously indicated, the illustrated wheel-supporting 
surface 24 is a non-solid surface. In more detail, and as 
shown in FIGS. 1-2, 4-5, and 7, the illustrated body 12 
includes a pair of anti-skid support legs 36 and 38 that 
extend from the surface 24 to the ground. The legs 36,38 
extend through the internal chamber 14 and project into 
the open face 16 so as to engage the ground when the 
chock 10 is in the operating position. For purposes that 
will subsequently be described, each of the legs 36,38 are 
hollow or open in the center so that the open centers are 



in communication with the surface 24. Additionally, these 
open centers are larger at the surface 24 and taper from 
the surface 24 to the bottom (see FIG. 7). Each of the legs 
36,38 are configured to facilitate anti-skidding of the 
chock 10 and in this regard each leg 36,38 includes a 
ridged ground-engaging section 36a and 38a, respec- 
tively. Similar to the previously described barbs 18b, 20b, 
the ridges of the sections 36a,38a angle away from the 
leading edge 34 to enable the chock 10 to be easily slid in 
a forward direction towards the wheel W (e.g., right- 
to-left as viewed in FIG. 6), but is generally prevented 
from sliding in a backward direction away from the wheel 
W (e.g., left-to-right as viewed in FIG. 6). Each of the legs 
36,38 includes an anchoring aperture 36b and 38b, re- 
spectively, formed through the corresponding ground- 
engaging section 36a,38a (see FIGS. 4 and 5). The aper- 
tures 36b, 38b, like the previously described aperture 32, 
are configured to receive some type of anchor (e.g., a 
stake, bolt, nail, etc.) if the user desires to further secure 
the wheel chock 10 to the ground in a more permanent 
configuration. Additionally, the apertures 36b, 38b enable 
water and other debris to drain out of the legs 36,38, for 
example, during cleaning of the chock 10. For purposes 



that will subsequently be described, and to a lesser extent 
to provide structural strength to the body 12, the legs 
36,38 are joined beneath the surface 24 by a transverse 
spacing gusset 40 (see FIGS. 5 and 7). In a similar manner, 
the back leg 38 is joined to the back wall 22 by a spacing 
gusset 42. 

[0026] As indicated above, the body 12 includes several struc- 
tural features that facilitate strengthening the construc- 
tion of the chock 10, including the raised wheel-engaging 
ribs 24a, the embossed rims 18a,20a,22a,34b, the legs 
36,38, and the gussets 40,42. These structural features 
cooperate to provide the wheel chock 10 a strong and 
durable uni-body construction without requiring excess 
material thickness. This construction enables the wheel 
chock 10 to be formed from relatively light-weight mate- 
rials that can be cost-effectively mass produced without 
compromising the strength and durability of the chock. 
For example, the illustrated wheel chock 10 is formed 
from injected molded plastic, preferably polypropylene or 
polyethylene with the walls having a thickness as thin as 
about one-hundred and twenty thousandths of an inch. In 
this manner, the illustrated wheel chock 10 is readily 
transportable and easy to store. While this uni-body, 



molded plastic construction is preferred, it is within the 
ambit of the present invention to form the wheel chock 
from virtually any material(s), including materials other 
than plastic, and in virtually any manner, including con- 
structions other than the illustrated uni-body configura- 
tion. 

[0027] | n addition to enabling the durable uni-body construction 
detailed above, the unique structural features also coop- 
erate to enable the internal chamber 14 in communication 
with the open face 16 while maintaining the structural in- 
tegrity of the body 12. As shown in FIG. 5, the illustrated 
internal chamber 14 is defined between the walls 
18,20,22 and the surface 24 in and around the legs 
36,38. The internal chamber 14 communicates with the 
open face 16 as shown in FIG. 7. The open face 16 is de- 
fined by the rims 18a,20a,22a,34b and is closed by the 
ground when the wheel chock 10 is placed in the operat- 
ing position. The angled sidewalls 18,20 and tilted back 
wall 22 cooperate to enable the open face 16 to define a 
horizontal cross-sectional area that is greater than the 
surface area defined by the wheel-supporting surface 24. 
In a similar manner, the tapered configuration of the hol- 
low centers of the support legs 36,38 enable the open 



faces of the legs 36,38 presented along the surface 24 to 
define a greater area than the area of the corresponding 
ground-engaging sections 36a,38b. In this manner, the 
body 12 of the chock 10 can stackably nest within another 
similarly configured wheel chock. For example, as shown 
in FIG. 7, the illustrated wheel chock 10 is nestably re- 
ceived through the open face and into the internal cham- 
ber of a similarly configured wheel chock 44. The nesta- 
bility of the wheel chocks 10,44 enable a compact, space- 
efficient storage of the chocks 10,44 that facilitates ready 
portability for transportation of a pair or more of the 
chocks 10,44. It will be appreciated that once nested to- 
gether, similarly configured components tend to adhere to 
one another, or "stick" together, particularly when formed 
from plastic and even more so if slightly damp. Accord- 
ingly, the spacing ribs 26,28 and spacing gussets 40,42 
on the illustrated body 12 space the nested wheel chock 
10 from the corresponding surfaces of the wheel chock 44 
to thereby prevent adhesion therebetween and thus facili- 
tate a quick and easy removal of the chock 10 from the 
chock 44. 

[0028] it is within the ambit of the present invention to utilize 

various alternative configurations for the wheel chock 10. 



For example, while the arcuate leading edge is important 
for some aspects of the invention, it is not necessary for 
constructions in accordance with the other aspects of the 
invention. Similarly, nestability is only important for some 
aspects of the invention and therefore the other aspects 
of the invention could utilize a configuration not present- 
ing an internal chamber communicating with an open 
face. Even where nestability is important, the open face 
could be alternatively configured on a side other than the 
preferable bottom of the chock. 
[0029] | n operation, the wheel chock 10 is placed under the 

wheel W so that the leading edge 34 is generally trans- 
verse to the wheel W as shown in FIG. 4. The chock 10 is 
then slid under the wheel W into the operational engage- 
ment position wherein the leading edge 34 first engages 
the rubber tire of the wheel W as shown in FIG. 6. In this 
position, the arcuate leading edge 34 engages the major- 
ity of the circumferentially extending treads along the tire 
of the wheel W and the tire also engages at least one of 
the raised tire-engaging ribs 24a along the wheel- 
supporting surface 24. It will be appreciated that the 
unique body 12 of the wheel chock 10 can be positioned 
in this operating position without the need for the user to 



kick the chock into place. However, if desired, the user 
can physically force the chock 10 further under the wheel 
W until the tire engages more of the ribs 24a, such as by 
kicking the chock. If desired, the wheel chock 10 can be 
anchored to the ground by placing some type of cleat 
through one or more of the apertures 32, 36b, 38b for a 
more permanent application. If desired, a second chock, 
such as the chock 44, can be placed in a similar position 
on the other side of the wheel, or one or more additional 
chocks can be placed in similar positions under one or 
more wheels of the vehicle. 
[0030] Once in position, the wheel chock 10 substantially pre- 
vents the wheel W from undesired movement toward the 
chock 10. It will be appreciated, that in extreme applica- 
tions (e.g., very heavy vehicles on steeply sloped ground, 
etc.), the wheel W may move in the direction of the chock 
10 to some degree. However, the wheel W will engage the 
ribs 24a along the arcuate supporting surface 24 causing 
the wheel W to stop further movement in this direction. 
The anti-skid ribbing 18b, 20b and anti-skid leg sections 
36a,38a prevent the chock 10 from skidding along the 
ground under these loaded conditions. The strong, uni- 
body construction of the chock 10 cooperates with the 



form fitting complemental engaging relationship between 
the wheel W and the chock 10 to generally prevent the 
chock 10 from kicking out from under the wheel W or 
catastrophically failing. When the user is done using the 
wheel chock 10, the user simply grips the handle 30 and 
pulls the wheel chock 10 from under the wheel W. The 
wheel chock 10 can then be nested in one or more similar 
chocks, such as the chock 44, for efficient stowing away 
in the vehicle for easy transportation without the threat of 
the chocks becoming unpaired or one of them lost. Alter- 
natively, the chock 10 could be hung on a hanger through 
the hanging aperture 32. If nested, the chocks 10,44 are 
readily separable for the next use as the spacing ribs and 
gussets 26,28,40,42 prevent the chocks 10,44 from "stick- 
ing" together. 

[0031] The preferred forms of the invention described above are 
to be used as illustration only, and should not be utilized 
in a limiting sense in interpreting the scope of the present 
invention. Obvious modifications to the exemplary em- 
bodiments, as hereinabove set forth, could be readily 
made by those skilled in the art without departing from 
the spirit of the present invention. 

[0032] Th e inventors hereby state their intent to rely on the Doc- 



trine of Equivalents to determine and assess the reason- 
ably fair scope of the present invention as pertains to any 
apparatus not materially departing from but outside the 
literal scope of the invention as set forth in the following 
claims. 



